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WOMAN MOUNTAINEER TO TELL OF SOUTH POLE TREK
MISSOULA Sue Giller, mountaineer and member of the First American group to ski to the South Pole,
will tell about the arduous Antarctica trek March 3 at The University of Montana.
Giller’s free public slide show and lecture, "Going for Broke: A W om an’s Journey to the
South Pole," will begin at 7 p.m. in Room 356 of the Social Science Building.
Giller was navigator for the four-woman team that made the 1,700-mile expedition. Pulling
200-pound sleds, the women set out from Hercules inlet, Antarctica, in October 1992. They battled
exhaustion, tension, worry, sickness, frost bite and equipment failures to reach the pole in 67 days.
There they reluctantly jettisoned their original goal of traversing the continent: A two-week delay
at the outset had put them behind schedule and at risk for missing the boat from McMurdo Bay
back to South America.
Now having put that disappointment in perspective, Giller talks of the adventure in terms of
making tough choices, overcoming obstacles and seeing at least part of a dream come true in the
face of personal and group difficulties.
An outdoors enthusiast since her college days at Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Giller has been on seven Himalayan expeditions and led the first all-women’s team to reach the top
of 22,500-foot Ama Dablam in 1982. Between adventures she lives in Boulder, Colo., and works
as a computer programmer at Hydrosphere, a water resource consulting firm.
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Her UM talk is sponsored by the Women’s Studies Program, Department of Intercollegiate
Athletics, Diversity Advisory Council, Women’s Center, Wellness Center and Environmental
Studies Program.
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CONTACTS: Sue Giller, (303) 499-7005; UM physical therapy Associate Professor Carrie
Gajdosik, 243-4753.
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